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MEMBER FOR DARLING RANGE — SERVICE MEDALS — MEDIA RESPONSE 
692. Mr Z.R.F. KIRKUP to the Premier: 
I refer to yesterday’s Gareth Parker program in which the Premier confirmed his office’s involvement in managing 
the member for Darling Range’s media strategy. 
(1) When did the Premier’s office start advising the member on his media responses? 
(2) Did the Premier’s office draft, or advise the member on, all three different answers in relation to his police 

overseas service medal? 
(3) Did the Premier’s office have any involvement in drafting the member’s media response on Saturday? 
(4) Did the Premier’s office advise the member to remove his Facebook and LinkedIn accounts? 
Mr M. McGOWAN replied: 
(1)–(4) The answer to the last question is no; to the best of my knowledge, no. The answer to the other parts of 

the member’s question is that the issue was brought to our attention—as I indicated yesterday—on, from 
memory, 8 November. As I said, that night I went to China with a delegation. As I understand it, 
a journalist from The West Australian raised the issue again—either with the member for Darling Range 
and/or my office; I am not sure—in the intervening period. I am not sure on what day that occurred. My 
office sat down with the member for Darling Range to discuss his statement and make sure he clarified 
all the issues that were being asked of him.  
That is normal practice. That would have happened when the member for Dawesville was an adviser to 
the former Premier when members had issues arise in respect of them; it happened a lot. That is normal 
life in politics. Issues arise in relation to people and they make contact with media advisers, who are more 
used to dealing with journalists, to make sure there is clarity and precision, as far as is possible, in respect 
of the information that is provided. 
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